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to look after the Company's property at Bassein, pending recon-
sideration of the question of withdrawal.
The decision, however, to sever all relations with Burma was
final, and during the cold season of ij6i-6z Alves had to make
a further trip to Burma from Calcutta to bring away the two men
and the property he had had to leave behind on his previous
mission. Naungdawgyi raised no further difficulties, but gave
him a letter for the Governor of Bengal strongly urging the
reopening of trade. It was to no purpose; the Company had
decided that trade with Burma did not pay, and, with the
French for the time being reduced to impotence in India, there
was no fear of a revival of their influence in the land of peacocks
and pagodas.
The troubles of Naungdawgyi's reign taught his successor,
Hsinbyushin (1763-76), the old lesson that a capital in Upper
Burma must command the Kyaukse area. Shwebo was too far
away, and in 1765 he transferred his capital back to Ava. A
move to Rangoon would have been wiser, but the fear of
further Mon rebellions was an insuperable objection to such a
step. The idea never seems to have occurred to anyone that the
best cure for them would have been to foster the prosperity of
the potentially rich Delta region on a basis of sound adminis-
tration. Upper Burma was the cradle of Burmese nationalism,
which was implacably hostile to any signs of Mon recovery.
Under such conditions the revival of Tabinshwehti's policy of
fusion was unthinkable.
So the barren policy of subjugating Siam was again adopted.
Exactly two centuries after Bayinnaung's conquest of Ayuthia
in 1564 the old claim to overlordship was revived by Hsin-
byushin, and a fresh series of Burmese invasions began. The
initial operations brought dazzling success. In March 1767 the
city of Ayuthia was captured by the Burmese and reduced to a
heap of ruins. Thousands of captives were deported together
with vast booty. Such was the vandalism of the conquerors that
almost all the royal records were burnt. "The king of Han-
thawadi (Bayinnaung) waged war like a monarch," wrote a
Siamese chronicler, "but the king of Ava like a robber."
The destruction of Ayuthia was only the beginning of the
struggle. Out of the ashes of the old capital a new Siamese